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AIRA PARTNERS WITH HL7 
INTERNATIONAL TO FORM NEW HL7 
IMMUNIZATION USER GROUP 
On April 2nd, AIRA and HL7 International announced the launch 
of a new HL7 Immunization User Group. The group offers 
members access to industry experts and peers for help in 
resolving challenges in implementing HL7 immunization 
standards.  
 
At monthly meetings, members can ask questions and get help 
with problems that might otherwise impede progress on 
immunization-related healthcare interoperability projects. 
Membership in the HL7 Immunization User Group is free for HL7 
voting members and AIRA Members, and $100 annually for non-
members.   
 
“We think this group represents a great resource for anyone 
tasked with implementing HL7’s immunization standards,” said 
Nathan Bunker, Co-Chair of the HL7 Immunization User Group. 
“Having a national forum for these questions is going to take a 
huge resource burden off IT managers who are currently the 
sole source of information on the intricacies of this area, and will 
also help standardize these projects across the nation.” 
 
“The new User Group initiative reflects the critical growth of HL7 
in its effort to provide services and resources to benefit our 
members implementing interoperability standards,” said Dr. 
Charles Jaffe, MD, PhD, CEO of HL7. “We believe that this 
program will drive highly valued collaboration and lead to 
more effective and streamlined registry project 
implementation. We anticipate continued organic growth of 
User Groups with increasing demand from other stakeholder 
communities.” 
 
The group will meet via web conference on the second 
Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. Eastern (11 a.m. Pacific). The 
initial meeting, on Thursday, April 10 at 2 p.m. Eastern (11 a.m. 
Pacific), is open to all, regardless of membership status.  AIRA 
members interested in participating should create a user ID on 
HL7.org and then contact Jen Bank, AIRA Program Assistant at 
jbank@immregistries.org to join the User Group. 
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AIRA MONTHLY UPDATE 

APRIL AT AIRA 

• April 1st 2:30 -3:30 p.m. ET:  
Assessment Steering 
Committee Meeting  

• April 8th & 9th:  AIRA 
Executive Committee 
Meeting 

• April 10th 2 – 3 p.m. ET:  
HL7 Immunization User 
Group 

• April 14th  3 – 4 p.m. ET:  
AIRA Education Webinar: 
Under the Hood of the HL7 
V2.5.1 IG, Release 1.5, 
Session 2 

• April 16th 1 – 2 p.m. ET:  
AIRA Standards & 
Interoperability Steering 
Committee 

• April 16th  1 - 2 p.m. ET:  
Education Steering 
Committee Meeting  

• April 17th  4 - 5 p.m. ET: 
MIROW Steering 
Committee Monthly 
Meeting 

• April 21st  2 – 3:30 p.m. ET:  
AIRA Board Meeting 

• April 23rd  2 - 3 p.m. ET:    
AIRA Provider Training 
Workgroup Meeting 

• April 28th  4 – 5 p.m. ET:  
AIRA Discovery Session: 
Program Integration 
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AIRA’S NEXT EDUCATIONAL WEBINAR APRIL 14TH:  UNDER THE 
HOOD OF THE HL7 V2.5.1 IG, RELEASE 1.5, SESSION 2 
Session 1 of this two-part series was held on March 25th.  You can view a recording of this 
webinar here.  Session 2 will be offered on April 14th, 2014 at 3pm ET.  Rob Savage will focus on 
query/response changes found in release 1.5.  There is a high level of technical material in the 
presentation so we recommend that individuals with a strong technical background 
participate.  Participants will also have an opportunity to “ask the expert” questions about the 
IG update.  For more information visit the AIRA website: 
http://www.immregistries.org/events/2014/04/14/aira-education-steering-committee-webinar-
under-the-hood-of-the-hl7-version-2-5-1-implementation-guide-for-immunization-messaging-
release-1-5-session-2  

APRIL DISCOVERY SESSION TOPIC – PROGRAM INTEGRATION  
In 2014 AIRA is offering a new set of technical assistance opportunities to the IIS community.  
These opportunities include monthly ‘discovery sessions’ which will review topic areas relevant 
for all IIS Managers but will specifically target new(er) IIS Managers, staff, and those new to the 
IIS community. Discovery Sessions will be held on the fourth Monday of the month from 4:00 – 
5:00 p.m. ET. Each session will also be recorded and posted on our website for future viewing. 
See the AIRA website for call information: http://www.immregistries.org/events/webinars  

The April 28th Topic: Program Integration This session will focus on the various ways an IIS are 
used to support immunization programs and public health. (This topic was originally scheduled 
for March, but the session was postponed and moved to April 28th) 

We strongly encourage you to attend these sessions and/or have the appropriate staff attend.  

AIRA COMMENTS ON MEANINGFUL USE STAGE 3  
One day before a critical meeting, AIRA was alerted to the need to send comments about 
the readiness of IIS to support bidirectional interoperability (query/response) to the Health 
Information Technology Standards Committee, Office of the National Coordinator for Health 
information Technology.  Your responses to the CDC/IISSB Quarterly Survey of Meaningful Use 
Readiness enabled AIRA to submit substantial comments with facts to back them up about 
the IIS readiness.  Thank you for all of your efforts, and if you didn’t see the letter yet you can 
read it here.     
 

READ THE NEWEST AIRA WHITE PAPER!   
At the end of March AIRA released the highly anticipated results of a survey of IIS and 
Pharmacies that many of you participated in this past fall.  The purpose of the white paper, 
“Survey of Immunization Reporting to Immunization Information Systems by Major U.S. 
Pharmacies,”  is to provide you with a snapshot of what the IIS and Pharmacy data exchange 
currently looks like, provide recommendations for improving pharmacy-IIS relationships and 
increase the number of pharmacies reporting data to IIS.  Visit the AIRA website today to read 
the white paper:  http://www.immregistries.org/resources/AIRA_Pharmcy_IIS_White_Paper.pdf  

https://immregistries-meetings.webex.com/immregistries-meetings/ldr.php?RCID=9ddd189a6f25c6000c0d73ba9a471752
http://www.immregistries.org/events/2014/04/14/aira-education-steering-committee-webinar-under-the-hood-of-the-hl7-version-2-5-1-implementation-guide-for-immunization-messaging-release-1-5-session-2
http://www.immregistries.org/events/2014/04/14/aira-education-steering-committee-webinar-under-the-hood-of-the-hl7-version-2-5-1-implementation-guide-for-immunization-messaging-release-1-5-session-2
http://www.immregistries.org/events/2014/04/14/aira-education-steering-committee-webinar-under-the-hood-of-the-hl7-version-2-5-1-implementation-guide-for-immunization-messaging-release-1-5-session-2
http://www.immregistries.org/events/webinars
http://www.immregistries.org/AIRA_Comments_to_the_HITSC_on_Meaningful_Use_Stage_3_EHR_Standards_Recommendations_Final.pdf
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/AIRA_Pharmcy_IIS_White_Paper.pdf
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VOLUNTARY EHR CERTIFICATION NPRM   
HHS Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: Voluntary 2015 Edition Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Certification Criteria; Interoperability Updates and Regulatory Improvements. 
For those of you that attend the AIRA Standards & Interoperability Steering Committee (SISC) 
you should be aware of a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) published by ONC. There 
are several topic areas that specifically request input regarding IIS and EHR capabilities. 
Similarly to the Meaningful Use NPRM process AIRA has begun collecting responses from the 
community and plans to submit comments prior to the April 28, deadline. Once the comments 
on behalf of the community have been finalized we will be sending out via our listserv. We 
strongly encourage you to consider submitting comments on this NPRM.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMUNITY PLATFORM   
The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is currently undertaking The 
Public Health Community Platform project in conjunction with CDC. The Public Health 
Community Platform will be a cloud-based system (cloud-based is not yet defined for this 
project) for public health data exchange within and between state, localities, tribes, and 
territories. Karen White (MN) and Rebecca Coyle are representing AIRA as a member of the 
steering committee. The steering committee has broad representation from the public health 
community and is focused on reviewing and providing guidance on the technical, 
sustainability, and governance assessments undertaken in year one of this project. Karen and 
Rebecca attended a meeting in San Antonio, TX, March 11th & 12th; the focus of the meeting 
was to identify projects that would add value and be achievable by public health in a 
relatively short timeframe.     
  
NEW MINI-GUIDE 
The Inventory Management Mini-Guide has been finalized and 
published on the AIRA Website. Check out the new guide at: 
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow.  
 
 
    

AIRA MEMBERSHIP 
The AIRA membership year runs from October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2014.   Thanks to those 
of you who have renewed!  If you haven’t renewed your membership yet, it’s still not too late!  
Renew your membership (or join for the first time!) by visiting the membership renewal page on 
the AIRA website: http://www.immregistries.org/membership/renewing-membership.  Just 
login, click on Renew Membership, and then you will be able to renew your membership or 
join AIRA for the first time.   
 

MARCH RECAP 
Assessment Steering Committee 

• The ASC met on March 4th, 2014.  The committee reviewed and accepted a proposal 
for development of the data quality assessment tool that the committee is tasked with 
developing and piloting.  A contract has been awarded to Nathan Bunker to adapt his 
Data Quality Assessment tool to meet the needs of this pilot project and work will begin 
April 1st. 

http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow
http://www.immregistries.org/membership/renewing-membership
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• The ASC also discussed and determined a review/comment process for the coverage 
assessment white paper under development.  ASC members volunteered to review the 
draft paper and comments will be shared with the University of Michigan authors. 

Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee 
• The SISC met on March 12th, 2014.  The SISC discussed the role of the Web Services 

Workgroup, which operated under the oversight of this steering committee.  This 
workgroup was formed to share resources about web services and played a strong role 
in providing a venue for information sharing on this topic.  Interest however has waned 
over time and it was determined that a section of what was covered in this workgroup 
could be covered in the new HL7 User Group.  The SISC approved a motion to dissolve 
the Web Services Workgroup, with thanks to all those who participated, and special 
thanks to the workgroup co-chairs:  Kristen Forney (NYC) and Michelle Barber (OR).    

• The SISC also continued discussions on evidence of immunity recommendations and 
proposed recommendations were approved unanimously.   

• The SISC continued review of responsible provider organizations/roles.   
• The SISC reviewed proposed updates from the Cross-Jurisdictional project.  The ONC 

Cross-Jurisdictional pilot project has identified challenges with the current CDC WSDL 
and asked for feedback on possible modifications.  The current WSDL focuses on single 
hop transmission, but the cross-jurisdictional pilot proposes changes:  new unknown 
destination fault, new destination connection fault, new hub client fault, and new 
destination to header of SOAP message.  SISC members will provide comments and 
questions, and further developments and information about possible future changes will 
be shared with the membership. 

• ONC NPRM to update EHR Certification Criteria:  the SISC will collect input for 
comments on this NPRM, due April 28th.  SISC will schedule ad-hoc meetings to develop 
comments which will be shared with the AIRA membership and submitted to ONC.  The 
first ad-hoc meeting was held on March 27th and more meetings are scheduled for 
early April.  

 
Education Steering Committee 

• The ESC met on March 19th, 2014.  Committee members discussed the next issue of 
SnapShots, which is planned for an April release.  If you have an IIS success story that 
you would like to share with SnapShots readers, please contact SnapShots editor Katie 
Reed at  Catherine.Reed@HP.com  

• The ESC planned for the AIRA educational webinars scheduled for March 25th and April 
14th, and agreed to extend the invitation to participate in AIRA’s educational webinars 
to the EHR vendor community. 

• The ESC continued finalized the education survey which will be sent out at the 
beginning of April to assess the education needs of AIRA members.   

• ESC members were updated on the IIS 101 Training for new managers that is being 
offered by Public Health Informatics Institute (PHII).   
 

MIROW Steering Committee  
• The MIROW Steering Committee met on March 20th, 2014.  The Committee reviewed 

Subject Matter Experts for the upcoming MIROW topic, Patient Active/Inactive Status. 
• The University of Michigan gave an update on the MIROW Evaluation project that is 

currently underway.  
 

mailto:Catherine.Reed@HP.com
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