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2013 ELECTION RESULTS 
We are pleased to announce the results of our 2013 election. 
We had excellent candidates running for all of the open 
positions and a record-tying number of members voting in the 
election!  
 
OFFICERS 
President: Frank Caniglia (PA) 
Immediate Past President: Mary Beth Kurilo (OR)  
*President Elect: Amy Metroka (NYC) 
*Secretary: Mary Woinarowicz (ND) 
Treasurer: Therese Hoyle 
 
VOTING DIRECTORS  
Beth English (MA) 
Michael Flynn (NY) 
Jenne McKibben (OR) 
*N. Elaine Lowery  
*Kim Salisbury-Keith (RI) 
*Karen White (MN) 

NON-VOTING DIRECTORS 
Eric Larson 
*Katie Reed  
 
 
 
 

 
*Indicates newly elected 
 
We sincerely appreciate ALL of the candidates that were willing 
to volunteer to serve the organization: Tammy LeBeau (SD), Kim 
Tichy (IA), Paul Schaeffer (NYC), Jonathon Schultz (AR), Brandy 
Altstadter (STC), and Steven Murchie (Envision). 

AIRA 2013 IIS MEETING   
 This year’s National IIS Meeting was held October 7 – 9 in 
Denver, Colorado and was even bigger than last year’s 
meeting in St. Paul, Minnesota, with an impressive gathering of 
279 individuals representing IIS, Immunization Programs and 
partners.  CDC partners prevented from travelling to the 
meeting due to the federal shutdown were missed, but AIRA 
was able to proceed with the meeting in spite of this roadblock 
and comments from attendees were overwhelmingly positive.  
As one attendee commented, “this conference is one of the 
most useful, educational, and helpful conferences I have ever 
been a part of.” 
Presentations from the AIRA 2013 IIS National Meeting have 
been posted on the AIRA Website.  Visit 

OCTOBER, 2013 

AIRA MONTHLY UPDATE 

NOVEMBER AT 
AIRA 

• Nov 5th 2 – 3 p.m. ET: 
AIRA Assessment Steering 
Committee Meeting 

• Nov 13th 1 - 2 p.m. ET:  
AIRA Standards & 
Interoperability Steering 
Committee Meeting 

• Nov 13th  2 - 3 p.m. ET:    
AIRA Provider Training 
Workgroup Meeting 

• Nov 20th  2 -3 p.m. ET:  
Education Steering 
Committee Meeting  

• Nov 21st  4 - 5 p.m. ET: 
MIROW Steering 
Committee Meeting 

• Nov 28th:  AIRA Office 
Closed 
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http://www.immregistries.org/resources/iis-meetings/aira-2013-iis-national-meeting to view slides from 
plenaries, panels, and breakout sessions. 
 
Thanks to all of the presenters, attendees and sponsors for helping to make the meeting such 
a resounding success! 
 

AIRA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2013 - 2014  
The AIRA membership drive began in September. The membership year runs from October 1, 
2013 to September 30, 2014.   Thanks to those of you who have already renewed!  If you 
haven’t renewed your membership yet, it’s not too late!  Renew your membership (or join for 
the first time!) by visiting the membership renewal page on the AIRA website: 
http://www.immregistries.org/membership/renewing-membership.  Just login, click on Renew 
Membership, and then you will be able to renew your membership or join AIRA for the first 
time.   

NEW INFORMATICS RESOURCES FROM JPHIT 
Two new informatics resources from JPHIT are now live on the JPHIT web site: a series of briefs 
on future information capabilities needed by health departments, and a guidance document 
on inter-jurisdictional data exchange.  The information briefs are designed to support local and 
state public health officials and managers better understand major information and 
informatics trends that impact their agencies.  The guidance document on inter-jurisdictional 
data exchange was developed by JPHIT to provide practical advice and information to 
public health managers and staff who need to craft data exchange agreements. 
http://jphit.org/  

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE FOR HEIGHT AND WEIGHT 
PUBLISHED ON HL7 
Measured height and weight data are captured in electronic health records (EHRs) as part of 
the health care visit.  Collecting body mass index (BMI) in this setting can help health care 
providers appropriately screen, direct counseling and provide care.  EHRs offer the ability to 
send this data seamlessly to public health agencies. It can then be used as surveillance data 
to help inform and prioritize obesity prevention efforts in states and communities across the 
country.  In the future, this data might also be provided as feedback from public health 
agencies to help make quality improvements in clinical practices.  

Current limitations in the process of obtaining the EHR data make it difficult for agencies, 
communities, and states to use this obesity information captured in EHRs as surveillance 
information that can help fill a gap in evaluating existing childhood, as well as adult, obesity 
prevention efforts. Thus the reason for creating this new implementation guide was to create a 
standard as a first step towards collecting quality data that can be transmitted from the 
medical setting to state public health agencies across the United States.  

The Height and Weight Report has been published on the HL7 website. You can find it here: 
http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=315. 

http://www.immregistries.org/resources/iis-meetings/aira-2013-iis-national-meeting
http://www.immregistries.org/membership/renewing-membership
http://jphit.org/resources/
http://jphit.org/
http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=315
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SYMPOSIA ON CURRENT AND EMERGING ISSUES FOR 
POPULIATION HEALTH INFORMATICS IN HEALTHCARE AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
The American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) Public Health Informatics (PHI) Working 
group is holding an all-day PreSymposia held in conjunction with AMIA’s annual symposium on 
Saturday, November 16th from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at the Washington Hilton, Washington D.C.   
Timely issues will be included that are associated with advancing population outcomes such 
as: the role of Accountable Care Organizations (ACO); supporting non‐syndromic surveillance 
needs; federated query for public health; establishing registries at the EHR, ACO, and health 
department levels; using population data for the public good; public health challenges with 
MU; decision 2 support for population health workers; the viability of two way communication 
between public health and healthcare; and other emerging topics. For more information 
about the PreSymposia and how to register you can visit www.amia.org/amia2013/tutorials.  
  

OCTOBER RECAP 
Assessment Steering Committee 

• The ASC met on October 1st, 2013.  The committee reviewed and discussed the survey 
the University of Michigan is currently conducting on behalf of AIRA to identify the 
current assessment practices.  As of this report, University of Michigan had received 
information from 40 states and 4 cities with functional IIS, and all major geographic 
regions and platforms are represented. 

• The committee also discussed indicators to be included in the data quality assessment 
project that it will be undertaking in the upcoming year. These indicators were based 
on business rules developed by AIRA’s Modeling Immunization Registry Operations 
Workgroup (MIROW) which can be found in the MIROW mini guide: Improving the 
Quality of Data Entering the IIS.  Visit the MIROW page on the AIRA website to see this 
guide and more:  http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow 

Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee 
• The SISC met on October 16th, 2013.  The committee reviewed and discussed updated 

ACK specifications, which contain processing rules and message acknowledgement 
supplemental guidance and errata.  Committee members agreed that a statement will 
be added to the specifications which states that ACK processing is expected to be 
implemented by senders of HL7 messages.  The draft of the updated specifications will 
be completed and shared with the AIRA membership for feedback before being 
finalized. 

 
Education Steering Committee 

• The ESC met on October 16th, 2013.  Committee members discussed the next issue of 
SnapShots, which will focus on AIRA national meeting highlights. 

• The Provider Training Workgroup co-chairs reported on the training workshop that was 
held during the National Meeting in Denver.  The workshop introduced the workgroup, 
a subcommittee of the ESC, to the larger IIS community and promoted the AIRA 
website and involvement in AIRA committees and workgroups.  Participants in the 
workshop were very interested in results of the Provider Training survey, which can be 
found under Resources/IIS on the AIRA website.   

http://www.amia.org/amia2013/tutorials
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/iis
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• ESC members also discussed topics for AIRA educational webinars to be offered in the 
next year. 
 

MIROW Steering Committee  
• The MIROW Steering Committee met on October 17th, 2013.  The committee discussed 

evaluation of the MIROW guides and began planning for in-depth interviews with IIS.   
• The committee also discussed the selection process for the next MIROW topic.  This 

topic selection process will begin during the November MIROW Steering Committee 
meeting. 

• Committee members continued discussed of the current small-scale (micro) MIROW 
topic: Validating and “Cleaning” Lot Numbers.   

• The committee is finalizing the mini-guide for the Inventory Management chapter and 
work has begun on both the mini-guide for the 2013 Data Quality Assurance chapter 
and on an update for the 2008 Data Quality Assurance mini-guide.    
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