
1155 F Street, Suite 1050  
 Washington, D.C. 20004 

(202) 552-0208 
 

 

May 18, 2015 

 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 
RE: Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Electronic Health Record Incentive Program – Modifications to 
Meaningful Use in 2015-2017 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the American Immunization Registry Association (AIRA) we are pleased to submit 
comments on CMS’s Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Electronic Health Record Incentive 
Program – Modifications to Meaningful Use in 2015-2017. As a member organization with more 
than 250 members from 60 Public Health organizations, 11 businesses and sponsors, and 26 individuals 
representing Immunization Information System (IIS) programs and partners, these comments represent a 
broad perspective on federal actions that impact immunization programs across the country, and we are 
particularly interested in informing standards specifications.  

Although we support the release of the Modifications to MU 2015-2017 as an effort to clarify and align 
the stages of MU between now and when MU Stage 3 formally goes into effect, our concern is that 
these modifications as written may confuse rather than resolve issues of timing. Some specific examples 
are included on the following pages, organized by page number and section within the Proposed Rule. 
Please contact Rebecca Coyle, AIRA’s Executive Director, with any questions: 
coyler@immregistries.org.  

AIRA greatly appreciates the opportunity to comment on these modifications, and we look forward to 
supporting our members toward stronger interoperability with our EHR partners.   

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Coyle MSEd, Executive Director 
American Immunization Registry Association (AIRA)  
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Comments on the Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Electronic 
Health Record Incentive Program – Modifications to 
Meaningful Use in 2015-2017 
By: AIRA 
 

Section/ Page 
Number Excerpt Comment 

Summary, Page 
20346 

This proposed rule would change 
the Medicare and Medicaid 
Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Incentive Program EHR reporting 
period in 2015 to a 90-day period 
aligned with the calendar year, and 
also would align the EHR reporting 
period in 2016 with the calendar 
year. In addition, this proposed rule 
would modify the patient action 
measures in the Stage 2 objectives 
related to patient engagement. 
Finally, it would streamline the 
program by removing reporting 
requirements on measures which 
have become redundant, 
duplicative, or topped out through 
advancements in EHR function and 
provider performance for Stage 1 
and Stage 2 of the Medicare and 
Medicaid EHR Incentive Programs. 

It is unclear which parts of the NPRM will 
actually be retroactive to 2015 and which 
will not. AIRA requests that this be clarified 
prior to publication. 

Measure 1: 
Immunization 
Registry 
Reporting, Page 
20367 

We propose that to successfully 
meet the requirements of this 
measure, bidirectional data 
exchange between the provider’s 
certified EHR technology system 
and the immunization registry/ IIS is 
required. 

The Modifications rule appears to escalate 
the timetable for all Stage 3 Public Health 
(PH) readiness. AIRA strongly supports the 
inclusion of bidirectional exchange in MU 
Stage 3. However, we feel that the addition 
of query as a Meaningful Use measure 
should take place in 2017 (optionally) and 
2018 (for all). Although many IIS and EHR 
are currently in production with query, 
introducing it as a reportable measure prior 
to 2018 could create undue stress on both 
the EHR and the IIS community.  
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