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Background
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Child Care Centers

 1,600 Minnesota Department of 
Human Services (DHS) Rule 3 child 
care centers

 Minnesota Statute (Section 121A.15) 
requires annual immunization report 
to Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH)
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Annual Immunization Report
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Challenges
 Inefficient process
 Parents submit paper copies
 Centers collect paper copies and track 

when to ask for updated copies 
 MDH collects paper copies and hand-

enters into database
 Complex, paper-based form
 Time and knowledge-intensive
 Poor data quality
 Underreporting
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Minnesota Immunization 
Information Connection (MIIC)

 MN’s Immunization Information 
System (IIS)

 7.8M clients
 78M immunizations
 84 percent of pediatric/family 

medicine clinics participate
 Weekly vital statistics uploads
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Child Care & MIIC

 Child care centers (DHS Rule 3) can 
access MIIC

 Centers are important non-health 
organization users

 Read-only role
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Vision 
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 Use MIIC data and tools to assist 
parents, child cares, and MDH 
Immunization Program staff in the 
tracking and reporting process

 Improve immunization coverage in 
child care settings

 Establish electronic submission of 
child care immunization information



Pilot Project

 High Risk ZIP Code Project
 14 interested child care centers
 Outreach: 
 Phone
 Email

 Assistance using MIIC
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Results

 Intervention 
 14 centers
 11 completed report
 3 non-responders

 Positive feedback on participant 
experience

 Control 
 9 of 15 centers completed report
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Assistance Program
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MIIC Changes
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 Promoted MIIC as immunization 
information source for parents and 
child care centers

 Built child care data collection into 
MIIC

 Increased child care centers in MIIC



Formal Program

 2013 statewide expansion
 Program promotion 
 Annual mailing
 Conferences
 Child Care Health Consultant Network
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Checklist



Process Steps
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 Make sure you are enrolled in MIIC
 Create a list of center enrollees

 Check your enrollees’ immunization records in 
MIIC

 Update your enrollees’ immunization record(s) 
in MIIC

 Request your Child Care Immunization Report 
from MDH

 Confirm your Child Care Immunization Report 



Status Update

Year Participating
Centers

Centers Submitted 
Report

Submission
Rate (%)

2013 58 57 98%
2014 77 72 94%

2015* 99 94 95%
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*Current year still in process



Program Benefits

 Frees up staff time
 Reduces frustration
 Direct access to MIIC records
 Limits report errors

 Requests to update MIIC records
 Improves MIIC information
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Program Challenges

 Infrequent MIIC use
 High staff turnover
 Persistent training needs
 Limited communication channels
 Policy concerns
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Lessons Learned
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 Successful collaboration between 
Immunization Program units is 
important 
 Identify staff roles and responsibilities

 Use clear and concise communication 
to child care centers 



Future Plans
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Future Plans - Short Term

 Update existing resources
 Create new resources
 Improve program visibility among 

child care centers
 Reach out to regional/national chains
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Future Plans - Long Term

 Enhance IIS 
 User-driven report
 Follow-up capabilities
 Medical/non-medical exemptions 

 Update resources
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Special Thanks:
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 MDH Education & Partnerships Unit 
 MDH MIIC Operations Unit 
 MIIC Regional Coordinators



Sydney Kuramoto 
sydney.kuramoto@state.mn.us

Thank You!

MIIC Operations Unit | Vaccine Preventable Disease Section | Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Prevention & Control Division
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