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Learning Objectives

• Understand challenges facing users at schools 
and child cares using the immunization registry.

• Learn about solutions in Colorado to overcome 
challenges and increase immunization registry 
use. 



Overview

• Colorado Immunization Information System (CIIS)
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• Functionality for Schools and Child Cares

• CIIS Enhancements 

• Partnerships



Colorado Immunization Information 
System (CIIS)
• CIIS became a web-based registry in 2001. 

• 2007 became a life long registry.

• 2011 new CIIS application went live including participation 
from staff at schools and child cares.

• July 1, 2011 School nurses allowed to enter immunization 
and demographic information into CIIS.

Approximate CIIS Participation:

• 90% of public school districts and 11% private schools.
• 5% of licensed child care centers.
• 72% of Head Start facilities. 
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Challenges

• Registry usage from schools and child cares

• Immunization legislation and statutes

• Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

Colorado Solutions
• Functionality for schools and child cares

• CIIS Enhancements

• Partnerships



Immunization Legislation

In May 2014 the Colorado General Assembly passed House Bill 14-1288

Requirements as July 1, 2014:

• Schools/child cares must make immunization and exemption rates 
publicly available, upon request.

• Colorado Board of Health (BOH) to make rules regarding:

• Frequency of submitting immunization exemption forms 
• Child cares: non-medical immunization exemption forms would be submitted

following the ACIP schedule 

• K-12th grade: non-medical immunization exemption forms would be 
submitted during annual enrollment/registration.

• Submission of rates to CDPHE annually.
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Functionality for Schools and Child 
Cares

• CIIS has web application specific for school users.

• School nurses can add or update information.

• Child cares and Head Starts have access to view information only.

• CIIS Modules

• Patients
• Demographic
• Notes
• Precautions/Contraindications

• Immunizations
• Historical immunizations (nurses)

• Education
• Student enrollment in CIIS

• Reports/Forms
• Settings



Functionality for Schools and Child 
Cares
Exemptions

• Schools can enter immunization exemptions into CIIS under 
the Notes section. 



Functionality for Schools and Child 
Cares

Education Module

• Both schools and child cares can manually enter the facility 
the child attends in CIIS. 





Functionality for Schools and Child 
Cares
Reports

• Immunization Rates
• Student Grade Advancement
• Student Roster



Immunization 
Rates Report



Immunization Rates - Patients Not Properly 
Immunized

Immunization Rates - Appropriate 
Immunizations



Student Grade Advancement



Student Roster
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CIIS Enhancements

Exemption Module
• Exemptions easier to enter and more easily accessible.

• CDPHE or school staff will enter exemptions into system 
from paper or online form.

Exemption Report
• List students with exemption type and date claimed.
• Aggregate numbers on exemption types.
• Information on valid exemptions and flag students that 

need to complete new exemption form.



CIIS Exemption Report





CIIS Enhancements

Student Roster Upload

• Upload a spreadsheet of all students

• Return spreadsheet with all immunizations documented 
for students in registry.

• Allows schools to use information from CIIS to update their 
own systems.

• Enroll all students with school/school district or child care in 
CIIS.
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Partnerships

From HB 14-1288, CDPHE must work with other state 
departments to develop joint immunization data collection 
and data sharing policies

Through legislation and necessity, new relationships have been 
formed.

• Colorado Department of Education
• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Guidance
• Student directory information 
• Supporting training efforts to meet HB 14-1288 requirements

• Colorado Department of Human Services
• Outreach and education with licensing



Conclusion
There are many challenges that face child cares and schools 
from accessing and using the immunization registry. Colorado 
has focused on solutions to these issues to increase the usage 
and effectiveness of the registry and improve data.

• CIIS Functionality 

• CIIS Enhancements
• Exemption Module
• Student Roster Upload

• Partnerships



Questions?

Lorin Scott-Okerblom, MPH
Health Educator

Immunization Branch
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

lorin.scott-okerblom@state.co.us
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