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Topics for Today

•Life in Washington
•Activities
•Challenges
•Lessons learned
•Future rollout
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School Nurse Joey –
Washington Elementary School
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School Nurse Joey 
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“Help!! Why is my system 
telling me this student is in 

compliance for Tdap but the 
WAIIS is showing they are NOT 

in compliance?!”

“I have to enter all 
these immunization 

records?!”



WA DOH Nurse Consultant 
Trang
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WA DOH Nurse Consultant Trang
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“Hi Joey--let’s look at the 
requirements and then we’ll see 

what the IIS shows!”
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11 year old 
student



Washington State
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•295 school districts; 2300 public schools; 525 private 
schools
•Public schools use about 6 different student 
information systems (private schools??)

o70% of schools using one large system
oUnknown number of schools using other 
unknown systems/excel/manual

•School nurses provide clinical assistance to vendors 
and IT staff on immunization requirements and ACIP 
schedule
•Vendors provide support to one school district; no 
collaboration between districts



School Module Activities

Washington State Department of Health

2008 Purchased SNM

2009 ARRA funding to make modifications

July 2010 Trang started in position

2011 Chris started, learned SM, policy issues, worked with Dept of Ed

Jan 2012 External workgroup started

Fall 2012 School reporting through the SM

Jan 2014-June 2015 Pilot project



Benefits of Using School Module
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•Reduces immunization data 
entry
•Improves ability of schools 
to accurately determine 
student compliance
•Schools can print student-
specific out of compliance 
reports and parent letters
•DOH can run immunization 
status reports in the future



School Module Features
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Action Report

Parent Letter



Challenges

•Learn system and how to set up WA-
specific series
•Read/write access available to all users
•Information sharing agreement
•Student directory electronic upload
•Parent reported immunizations
•Parent consent
•Missing immunizations
•System changes
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Pilot Project Results (Jan-June 2014)
5 school districts; 10 schools

3 districts provided data

Number of 
Students

Students in the IIS 
(%)

Missing 1 or more 
doses in the IIS (%)

Immunization Records 
Received from 
Provider or Parent (%)

Central Valley 72 (5th grade) 72 (100%) 45 (63%) 7 (16%)

Northshore 102 (K) 101 (99%) 47 (46%) 12 (26%)

Odessa 22 (K) 22 (100%) 2 (9%) 1 (50%)



Lessons Learned

•Give school nurses access!

•Take time to get buy-in: DOH, Dept of Ed, school
district administrators and IT staff

•Need money and time for change requests

•Change policies and forms
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Lessons Learned
•Give access to Local Health Dept staff who are also 
school nurses
•Difficult to work in 2 systems
•Reach out to providers to enter immunizations or 
share data with schools
•Provide plenty of training: using the system and 
entering immunizations
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Future Roll Out

•IIS transition, need to determine resources
•Get all local health dept nurses who are school 
nurses on board
•Roll out district wide to pilot districts
•Add other districts interested in joining if certain 
criteria are met
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Thank You!

trang.kuss@doh.wa.gov
belinda.baker@doh.wa.gov

mailto:trang.kuss@doh.wa.gov
mailto:belinda.baker@doh.wa.gov
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