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Overview

• Nebraska’s Processes
• Meaningful Use Registration
• Registry Onboarding

• Challenges
• Solution
• Questions
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Meaningful Use Registration Process

To begin Meaningful Use (MU) attestation with the 
three NDHHS registries, the following steps must be 
followed.

• 1) Visit the NDHHS MU website:
• http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/epi/pages/MeaningfulUse.aspx

• 2) Complete the NDHHS MU registration survey online:
• https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Meaningful_Use_Testing_Registration_Form
• You can also view a .pdf of the survey prior to filling it out.

• http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/EPI/Documents/Meaningful_Use_Testing_Registration_Form_2014.pdf
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Meaningful Use Registration Process (cont.)

• 3) Registration form is reviewed for 
completeness/accuracy

• Provider will be contacted with questions/additional 
information

• 4) Acknowledgement is emailed to registration contacts

• 5) Registration information sent to registry contacts for 
onboarding of provider

• 6) Applicable registries will contact provider to begin 
onboarding shortly after receiving registration 
information
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Onboarding Overview

• Each registry has its own onboarding procedures
• Some similarities

• PHINMS connection setup/verification
• System setup in NDHHS applications (provider info, 

users, etc.)
• Some differences

• NESIIS supports SOAP Web Service (alternative to 
PHINMS)

• HL7 2.5.1 data specifications are unique to each registry
• Testing procedures are unique to each registry
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Onboarding Overview (cont.)

• High-level onboarding process
• Test message sent manually to NDHHS
• Test message analyzed for adherence to registry specifications

• Needed changes are made by provider/vendor
• PHINMS/SOAP* connection setup with NDHHS
• When messages are acceptable, provider sends data electronically to 

TEST system
• Quality of data that a provider will submit when in production is 

examined.
• Requested changes, if any, are made by provider/vendor
• After data has passed testing and quality procedures, provider is given 

the ok to send data to production
• Production data is verified
• Confirmation is sent to the provider
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Our Stance

• NDHHS is very busy onboarding facilities.  We ♥MU!

• We do not want to prevent successful MU attestation.

• We will work with you to grant exemptions for the public 
health objectives (Immunizations, ELR, Syndromic) where 
appropriate.

• Continue to work with us, be responsive, continue testing, 
and we’ll do everything we can to help you achieve your 
objectives.
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Challenges

• Personnel turnover (vendor and EH/CAH/EP)
• EH/CAH/EP’s don’t know what is required of them
• Lack of attention to details in implementation guides
• Technology
• Meaningful Use

• Stage 1, Stage 2, reporting periods, HL7 requirements, etc.
• How does NDHHS track MU registrations?
• How does NDHHS track MU communication?
• How do we deal with the unprecedented volume of data partners?
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Solutions to Meaningful Use Challenges

• Survey Monkey – used for obtaining registrations
• Shared Spreadsheets - used to track status of data partners
• NEW SOLUTION

• SharePoint – NDHHS Intranet Site
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SharePoint Tracking System

• Track MU Registrations
• Onboarding projects

• NESIIS (immunizations)
• NEDSS (ELR)
• SSEDON (syndromic surveillance)
• PHINMS (installation requests for PHINMS)

• Customizable alerts for appropriate staff
• New registrations, updates to registrations/projects, etc.

• Permissions based
• Notes with history
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SharePoint Tracking  (cont.)
- Quick Access Page
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SharePoint Tracking  (cont.)
- Meaningful Use Registrations

2/4/2015 12



SharePoint Tracking  (cont.)
- Entry Screen for New Registrations
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SharePoint Tracking  (cont.)
- View of NESIIS Providers/Projects
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Questions
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Contact Information
Jesse Clarke

IT Business Systems Analyst Coordinator – NESIIS | NEDSS | SSEDON
Nebraska DHHS | Division of Public Health | Office of Health Statics

(402) 471-3727
Jesse.Clarke@Nebraska.gov

Michelle Hood

Administrator (and Meaningful Use Coordinator)
Nebraska DHHS | Division of Public Health | Office of Health Statistics

(402) 471-0147
Michelle.Hood@Nebraska.gov

THANK YOU!
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