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Policy

• Prior to 7/1/16, exemptions were valid for the entirety of a 
student’s schooling

• Colorado Board of Health rule 6 CCR 1009-2
• Medical exemptions
• Non-medical exemptions

• K-12: annual submission, expires June 30 each year
• Pre-K: per ACIP schedule



Implementation
• Restructured Certificate of Immunization, separate exemption forms
• Communication

• Regional school nurse meeting updates, press release, annual 
parent letter, conferences, school nurse and CCHC listservs

• Dedicated website: www.colorado.gov/vaccineexemption
• Outlines legislation and requirements
• Multilingual hard copy downloads
• Online non-medical exemption form

• Dedicated support staff



www.colorado.gov/vaccineexemption



Online Non-medical Exemption Form



Online Non-medical Exemption Form



Online Non-medical Exemption Form



Downloadable Vaccine Exemption Forms



Optional IIS Inclusion
• Parent/guardian can submit exemptions to CDPHE via snail mail, fax 

or online for inclusion in the Colorado Immunization Information 
System (CIIS)
• CDPHE staff searches CIIS for patients 

• Existing patient: updates record with exemptions and school 
enrollment

• New patient: creates new record and records exemptions 
and school enrollment

• Snail mail and fax submissions manually recorded in CIIS by CDPHE 
or school/child care staff



Exemptions in CIIS



Documenting Exemptions



Students with Active Exemptions Report



Students with Active Exemptions Report



Students with Active Exemptions Report



Challenges
• Exemption form development

• Stakeholder involvement and planning
• Translation services
• Multiple revisions

• Communication
• Non-medical school/child care staff felt under-informed
• Differentiating between “refusals” and “exemptions”

• Anti-vaccine voices
• Pushback 
• Alternate exemption forms

• Child care implementation
• Uncertain adoption of new rule



Lessons & Advice
• Exemption form development

• Begin with the end in mind
• Agile development: limit sprints and stick to deadlines
• Involve business analyst in entire process
• Engage legal counsel when drafting language

• Communication
• Ensure uniformity of branding and message
• Staff education and talking points, cross training
• Multi-media approach to school and child care updates



Questions?
Megan Berry, MPH

CIIS School Coordinator

megan.berry@state.co.us

303-692-2736


	Colorado Vaccine Exemptions: Implementation, Insight and IIS
	Policy
	Implementation
	
	
	
	
	
	Optional IIS Inclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	Challenges
	Lessons & Advice
	Questions?

