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AIRA WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

AIRA recently held elections for the Board of Directors and 
three members have joined the AIRA Board as new voting 
directors. AIRA is pleased to introduce Quan Le (Louisiana), 
Brittany Ersery (Kansas) and David McCormick (Indiana). 
 

Quan Le is the IIS Program Manager for Louisiana’s IIS, the  
Louisiana Immunization Network for Kids Statewide (LINKS). He is 
responsible for the management, continuing development, 
integration and implementation of LINKS. In addition to the 
daily technical and programmatic operations of the IIS, Quan 
also functions as the primary Office of Public Health liaison to 
CDC and all immunization database, registry vendors and 
contractors to ensure that accurate activities and tasks are 
being performed. Quan has worked for the Louisiana 
Immunization Program for 25 years and has been the IIS 
Manager for the past 16 years. He brings a wealth of 
experience and AIRA is excited to welcome him to the Board. 
 
 

DECEMBER 2016 IN REVIEW 

AIRA MONTHLY UPDATE 

JANUARY AT AIRA 

• January 3rd, 2 – 3pm ET: 
Assessment Steering 
Committee 

• January 6th, 1 – 2 pm ET: 
Joint Development & 
Implementation Advisory 
Workgroup 

• January 9th, 4 – 5pm ET: 
AIRA Discovery Session: IIS 
Annual Report (IISAR) 

• January 11th, 1 – 2 pm ET: 
Standards & Interoperability 
Steering Committee 

• January 12th, 2 – 3 pm ET: 
HL7 Immunization User 
Group  

• January 18th, 1 – 2 pm ET:  
Education Steering 
Committee 

• January 18th, 3 – 4 pm ET: 
Awardee Joint 
Development & 
Implementation User Group 

• January 19th, 4 – 5 pm ET:  
MIROW Steering Committee 

• January 23rd, 4 - 5 pm ET: 
AIRA Discovery Session: 
Envision AFIX-IIS Integration 
Product 

• January 25th, 2 – 3 pm ET: 
SISC Technical Workgroup 

• January 30th, 2 – 3 pm ET: 
AIRA Board, Partners & 
Membership Meeting 

• January 30th, 3 – 4 pm ET: 
AIRA Board Meeting 
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Brittany Ersery has been the Kansas Immunization Registry (KSWebIZ) IIS Manager since  
2014. As the IIS Manager, Brittany has implemented automated HL7 On-boarding and VFC 
Enrollment processes using the iSIIS Vision Provider Management tool. This has allowed HL7 
integrations to be completed in as little as 60 days and VFC re-enrollments to be completed in 
28 days for over 300 VFC provider sites. Prior to becoming the IIS Manager, Brittany served as a 
User Support Coordinator and Assistant IIS Manager in Kansas. Brittany has a certification in the 
State of Kansas Information Technology Traditional and Agile Project Management 
Methodologies and a Master's in Social Work Administrative and Advocacy Practice from the 
University of Kansas. We look forward to Brittany serving on the AIRA Board! 
 

David McCormick is the Director of the Indiana Immunization Division at the Indiana  
State Department of Health. In that role, Dave leads a team of public health professionals 
committed to eliminating vaccine preventable diseases by working with approximately 900 
healthcare providers to deliver over $80,000,000 of publicly funded vaccine. In July 2015, Dave 
was elected to the Executive Board of the Association of Immunization Managers. Dave has 
worked in public health for the past 27 years. Prior to joining the Indiana Immunization Program 
in January of 2012, Dave spent five years working on lead and healthy homes issues at the 
state level, including lead poisoning prevention, radon, lead certification, enforcement and 
remediation through grants from CDC, EPA and HUD. In November 2009, Dave was appointed 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention. Dave and his college sweetheart have been married for 27 years and 
have two sons. Welcome David! 
 
And with great appreciation, AIRA thanks outgoing Directors Amy Metroka, with the New York 
City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and Beth English, with the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health. These departing Board members have both contributed 
immeasurably to the work of the organization and we thank them for all of the expertise and 
time they have contributed to AIRA and the IIS community. For more information on the AIRA 
Board of Directors, please visit AIRA’s website. 
 
AIRA & CDC LEADERSHIP MEETING 

On December 13th and 14th, AIRA staff 
including Rebecca Coyle, Alison Chi, 
Mary Beth Kurilo, and Amanda Dayton, 
as well as AIRA President, Michelle Hood 
and AIRA President-Elect, Kim Salisbury-
Keith, attended a Cooperative 
Agreement meeting in Atlanta, GA with 
CDC/IISSB leadership. This meeting 
allowed AIRA and CDC staff the 
opportunity to discuss in detail the plans, 

http://www.immregistries.org/about-aira/officers-board-of-directors
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strategies, and activities over the coming year that will support the objectives set forth by the 
two cooperative agreements AIRA receives.  
 
The first day of the meeting consisted of a number of strategic planning sessions on topics such 
as: the national IIS vision; identifying challenges impacting cooperative agreement progress 
and mitigation strategies; community engagement; and assessment and certification efforts. 
The second day of the meeting focused on technical assistance coordination, partnerships, 
leveraging existing resources, evaluation activities, and additional status updates on the 
cooperative agreements. This meeting was beneficial to AIRA and provided an opportunity to 
provide progress updates and discuss key strategic issues impacting the IIS community. 
 
IIS SUBMISSION & QUERY ASSESSMENT UNDERWAY 

The Measurement for Assessment and Certification Advisory Workgroup (MACAW) presented 
the latest proposed IIS assessment measures for submission/acknowledgement and 
query/response during the last Town Hall Meeting on November 2, 2016. The webinar 
recording is available here for those who were unable to attend. Based on those discussions 
and input, the measures/tests were updated and approved by the AIRA Board, and can now 

be found here. 
 
A notice went out to 
AART (Aggregate 
Analysis Reporting Tool) 
admin users to set their 
participation settings for 
inclusion in baseline 
assessment reports. As of 
January 6, 2017, 28 IIS 
have signed up for the IIS 
assessment measures. 
The map shows 
participating IIS. The 
AIRA Technical Team 
began working on these 
reports as of December 

19th and plan to have individualized IIS analysis reports available by mid-January. If your IIS has 
been participating in the testing and discovery phase but mistakenly missed the December 
16th cutoff date to indicate participation in baseline assessment reports, you can still be 
included. Simply log into AART to indicate your participation or contact Nichole Lambrecht 
(nlambrecht@immregistries.org) to do so on your behalf. Summary information will be 
available after the individualized reports are completed, and remeasurement will occur in 
approximately three months. For questions regarding this project please visit our webpage or 
contact Nichole Lambrecht for more details. 

http://www.immregistries.org/events/2016/11/02/aira-town-hall-meeting-on-submission-query-assessment
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-initiatives/assessment/measures
mailto:nlambrecht@immregistries.org
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-initiatives/assessment/measures
mailto:nlambrecht@immregistries.org
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MIROW – PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 

The Modeling of Immunization Registry Operations Work Group (MIROW) was formed in 2005 by 
AIRA in partnership with the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD) 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). MIROW was initiated to develop 
consensus-based best practice recommendations for 
improving various aspects of IIS operations. This initiative brings 
together subject matter experts (SMEs) and practitioners from 
the immunization information system (IIS) community to identify 
and prioritize functional areas of IIS in need of best practice 
guidance. Each best practice guidance document takes a little 
over a year to develop. To date, the MIROW Steering 
Committee has developed nine best practice guides (one of 
which was a replacement of a previous guide), eight companion mini-guides (available in 
English, Spanish, and French), two micro-guides, several IIS community presentations, and a 
published article in the Journal of Public Health Management and Practice. To access these 
resources please visit the MIROW webpages on the AIRA website or CDC’s website. 

 
The most recently published guide, 
titled “Decrementing Inventory via 
Electronic Data Exchange” (DI-v-EDE), 
describes the automated process of 
decrementing vaccine doses in a 
provider organization’s inventory in the 
IIS when the organization reports a 
vaccination event through electronic 
data exchange from an EHR to the IIS. 
DI-v-EDE assists immunization programs 
in maintaining more accurate 
information about provider vaccine 
inventories and provider organizations 
in meeting awardee immunization 
program operational requirements 
(e.g. vaccine accountability). 
 
The topic currently under development 
deals with one of the core functions of 
an IIS: consolidating records. The 

document will cover consolidating demographic records for a patient (i.e. selecting the best 
value for each demographic data element for a patient from all available sources) and the 
consolidation of vaccination event records (i.e. selecting the best value for each data element 
for a vaccination event from all available sources). This process helps maintain data quality 
within the IIS and allows for accurate evaluation of population and vaccination based 
assessments of a specified area. Additionally, it supports the timely availability of consolidated, 

MIROW was created 
to develop consensus-

based best practice 
recommendations to 

improve IIS operations 

http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/activities/mirow.html
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-mirow/AIRA_MIROW_Decrementing_Inventory_via_Electronic_Data_Exchange_Mini_Guide.pdf
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concise IIS records both for provider organization access and the patient consumer. Provider 
organizations rely heavily on this consolidated record for clinical decision support when 
providing services to their patients. This guide will be released in the summer of 2017.  
 
The MIROW Steering Committee planning process for these guides begins six months in advance 
of the next topic and often overlaps the development process of a previous guide. This year, 
rather than develop a guide for a new topic, MIROW has decided to conduct strategic planning 
on how best to move forward, as many of the guides need to be reviewed and updated to 
match current practice. The MIROW Steering Committee encourages the community to voice 
their opinion on what guides are in need of the most review and what future topics are of 
interest/need for best practice development. Please feel free to reach out to any of the 
following MIROW committee members, co-chairs or AIRA staff to provide your input! 
 

 
♦ Current MIROW Steering Committee Members: ♦ Brandy Altstadter, STC ♦ Rebecca Coyle, AIRA ♦ 
Mandy Harris, Co-Chair, NV ♦ Nichole Lambrecht, AIRA ♦ Tracy Little, OR ♦ Elaine Lowery, Co-Chair, AIRA 
Consultant ♦ David Lyalin, CDC ♦ Megan Meldrum, NY ♦ Amy Metroka, NYC ♦ Beth Parilla, MN ♦ Katie 
Reed, HPE ♦ Kim Tichy, IA ♦ Warren Williams, Co-Chair, CDC ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦ 

 
 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FAQ 

AIRA’s new Monthly Update feature, sharing answers to frequently asked technical questions. 
 

MESSAGING FOR VACCINE TYPE 
Q: Three different LOINC codes are available to message “vaccine type” including: 

• 30956-7 (Vaccine Type) 
• 30979-9 (Vaccines Due Next) 
• 38890-0 (Component Vaccine Type) 

Which one should be used when constructing an RSP message?  

A:  Release 1.5 notes 30956-7 is preferred over 38890-0 and is 
used in 2015 EHR certification testing. To ensure consistency, we recommend using 
30956-7 over both 38890-0 and 30979-9. Future versions of the implementation guide will 
provide additional guidance on which LOINC codes are appropriate in a given 
context. 
 
For a list of more frequently asked HL7 questions please visit the AIRA Technical 
Assistance website. 

 
 
 
 

 30956-7: 

Recommended 

mailto:brandy_altstadter@stchome.com
mailto:coyler@immregistries.org
mailto:asharris@health.nv.gov
mailto:nlambrecht@immregistries.org
mailto:tracy.c.little@dhsoha.state.or.us
mailto:elaine.lowery@comcast.net
mailto:dil8@cdc.gov
mailto:megan.meldrum@health.ny.gov
mailto:ametroka@health.nyc.gov
mailto:elizabeth.parilla@state.mn.us
mailto:catherine.reed@hpe.com
mailto:catherine.reed@hpe.com
mailto:Kimberly.Tichy@idph.iowa.gov
mailto:wxw4@cdc.gov
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/technical-assistance
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NEW RESOURCE: SYSTEMATIC COLLABORATION TO IMPROVE 
PUBLIC HEALTH  

A white paper Systematic Collaborative Approach to 
Improve Public Health Programs: Leveraging 
Immunization Registration Example is a result of joint 
efforts from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and Public Health Informatics Institute 
(PHII). The approach described in this paper is about 
transcending public health’s historical “siloed” approach 
to building program and agency capacity and 
information system capabilities. The paper discusses how 

public health could benefit from bringing more systematic, collaborative, and rigorous 
approaches to solving shared challenges. Public health leaders could use proven 
methodologies, such as business analysis, structured facilitation, and consensus-building, as an 
effective instrument to address strategic and everyday operational challenges. The paper 
describes application of these approaches to the IIS domain of federal agencies, state and 
local health departments that resulted in increased efficiencies across IIS programs. 

- Submitted by: David Lyalin, CDC 
 

DECEMBER RECAP 
Assessment Steering Committee 

• The Assessment Steering Committee (ASC) met on December 6th. PHII joined the 
meeting to receive input on the AFIX-IIS Integration project. CDC is exploring ways to 
enhance IIS performance, sustainability and standardization and PHII is interviewing IIS 
to find lessons-learned through the AFIX-IIS initiative and identify factors that support 
and thwart these efforts. 

• The Addendum to the Analytic Guide is in the final stages of review. A process 
evaluation for this project was sent out to the committee and AIRA asked for feedback 
to improve the process for projects moving forward. The workgroup convened to 
develop a guide for communicating NIS/IIS coverage assessment results is meeting 
regularly. The Data Quality Phase I guide is being redesigned and the Phase II project is 
looking at ongoing/incoming data monitoring processes. Several IIS have been 
interviewed and the AIRA consultant on this project asked the committee for input on 
data quality issues.  
 

Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee 
• The Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee (SISC) met on December 14th 

and received an update on the latest draft of the Implementation Guide (IG). The draft 
is currently being circulated within SISC for feedback and comments. On the December 
call, Craig Newman shared some of the comments that have arisen to receive the 
committee’s input on possible solutions. An updated draft will be circulated once again 
in mid-January and will reflect the committee’s decisions. Due to the holidays, the 
December SISC Technical workgroup meeting was canceled.  
 

http://www.immregistries.org/resources/Systematic_Collaborative_Approach_to_Improve_Public_Health_Programs.pdf
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/Systematic_Collaborative_Approach_to_Improve_Public_Health_Programs.pdf
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/Systematic_Collaborative_Approach_to_Improve_Public_Health_Programs.pdf
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/Systematic_Collaborative_Approach_to_Improve_Public_Health_Programs.pdf
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Education Steering Committee 
• The Education Steering Committee (ESC) met on December 21st and discussed the IISSB 

Watercooler emails. These emails began as an informal way to communicate with a 
few IIS and grew into a popular tool for communication, which the IISSB will continue to 
distribute while broadening the mailing list. SnapShots was published in December and 
will be published again in late March. The committee reviewed the evaluations from 
the recent ESC webinar on Meaningful Use Stage 3. Overall, the evaluations were 
positive. The committee discussed the upcoming AIRA National Meeting. Committee 
members also volunteered to test the Education Survey, which will be sent out to AIRA 
members in January 2017.  

 
MIROW Steering Committee 

• The MIROW Steering Committee met on December 15th to further plan for an in-person 
strategic planning meeting next summer. The goal is to develop strategies for updating 
current MIROW reference materials and new topics moving forward. The current topic, 
consolidating records, is still underway and will be in progress until spring/summer 2017.  

 

 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU | AIRA GOLD 2016-2017 MEMBERS 
 

    

    

 

AIRA 2016-2017 PARTNERS 
 

Presidential Premier 

MedImmune 
 

Premier Premier 
 
Visit AIRA’s website for information on how support AIRA through membership and partnership. 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/ImmTrac/
http://www.amcihealthinformatics.com/
http://www.promedsoftware.com/index.asp
https://www.cerner.com/
http://www.immregistries.org/resources/aira-snapshots
http://www.immregistries.org/events/2016/12/19/getting-meaningful-use-stage-3-ready-webinar
https://www.medimmune.com/
http://www.immregistries.org/membership
http://www.immregistries.org/membership/member-categories
http://www.immregistries.org/membership/partnership-program
http://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/index.html
http://www.envisiontechnology.com/
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