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Objectives
• Describe the development and implementation of a pilot 

project to allow school nurses to report immunization 
information in the state IIS.

• Identify strategies to recruit and train school nurses to 
report immunizations to the IIS.

• Explain how increased reporting to the IIS by school 
nurses can increase childhood vaccination completion 
rates in the IIS.



TennIIS

• TN’s first IIS was established 1995

• Migration to TennIIS in 2014

• Reporting to TennIIS is voluntary for most providers in TN
– Reporting is mandatory for:

• Public Health Departments
• Vaccines for Children (VFC) participants (effective January 1, 2017)



TN School Immunization Requirements

• Official TN Certificate of 
Immunization is required 
for school admission

• Certificates are available 
from medical offices, 
health departments, or 
the state Immunization 
Registry



TennIIS and School Users

• School outreach to add users in 2015-2016

• Goal: At least 1 TennIIS user in all 144 school districts by 
2017

• School users were given “view-only” access

• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA)



Problem

• Feedback after our outreach:



Developing the Pilot Project

• TN Department of Health (TDH) and TN Department of 
Education (TDOE) collaboration

• TDOE developed the FERPA-compliant consent form



Developing the Pilot Project



Implementation

• Participation Criteria
Must be a current TennIIS user
Must be a nurse
Must complete training

• Email invitations sent to 30 school nurses

• Live training webinars conducted April 2017
– 15 initial participants trained



View Only                   Expanded Access 



Expanding “Expanded Access”
• Additional trainings conducted throughout 2017

– 2 live trainings at TN Association of School Nurses in October

• 173 expanded access users in 41 school districts by end of 
2017.

• Goal: At least one expanded access user in half of all school 
districts by the end of 2018.

• As of June 2019: 570 expanded access users trained across 95 
public school districts and 9 private schools



Number of Expanded Access Users Added



Number of New Patient Records Added



Number of Vaccinations Added



Kindergarten Immunization Compliance Assessment

• Tennessee’s annual Kindergarten Immunization 
Compliance Assessment is done by a census survey of 
over 74,000 kindergarten students.

• TennIIS data is used in the initial review

• Schools are not required to review records that are 
complete in TennIIS



Kindergarten Immunization Compliance Assessment
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Conclusion

• Expanded school nurse access to TennIIS provides:

Benefits 
for school 

nurses
Benefits 

for public 
health

Benefits for 
parents and 

students
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