
MenACWY outbreak 
in The Netherlands

AIRA 2019

I. Zonnenberg, M. Philippi

MenACWY outbreak The Netherlands| AIRA 2019



Content
1. NIP Organization in The 

Netherlands

2. MenW outbreak

3. Outbreak measures

4. Results

MenACWY outbreak The Netherlands| AIRA 2019



RIVM – Dutch National Institute for
Public Health and the Environment

● Responsible for several national programmes which promote public health
(e.g. the National Immunization Programme (NIP) for children up to 18 years)

● RIVM-department DVP manages since 2005 the national IIS : Praeventis

❑ In the Netherlands: 17.3 million inhabitants

❑ In Praeventis:

› 3.3 million active EHR’s (<18 years)

› 4.7 million inactive EHR’s (≥ 18 years or emigrated, etc.)
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Organization of the NIP
● RIVM-DVP:

– purchase and distribution of vaccines

– management of the immunization schedules (Clinical Decision Support)

– registration of vaccinations on a national level

– invitation of children

– supply Certificate of Vaccination

– coordination with Youth and Family Centres

● Youth and Family Centres:

– tasks related to health, growing up and parenting

– a.o. vaccine administration

– organization of (group) appointments for vaccination
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NIP vaccination schedule
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Graphic representation of the Dutch IIS
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Gathering client and vaccination data

Client data:
(e.g. name, date of birth, sex, address)

● Connected to the Dutch population register (authorization for persons aged 0-19)

− Daily updates (newborn infants, relocations), based on Citizen Service Number

● Connected to the Asylum Seekers Register

− Weekly updates (incoming, relocations, etc.)

Vaccination data:
(e.g. product, charge, date of vaccination, location)

● HL7-Connected with the EHR of the Centres for Youth and Family (1,100 locations)

– Vaccination data are sent in batch the night after registration in the EHR

– In absence of a connection, vaccination data are processed within a week
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Timeline MenW outbreak management:
Sep 2017 Minister decides to vaccinate teenagers

Oct – Feb 2017 - 18 Purchase of vaccines

Oct - Jul 2017 – 18 Process development

Mar – Jul 2018 Changes of Praeventis

May 2018 Children aged 14 months (MenC -> MenACWY)

Aug - Dec 2018 1st round of vaccination invitations sent (132k, children 
2004/5 -2004/12); 115k vaccinations (86,8%)

Jan – Apr 2019 2nd round of vaccination invitations sent (485k, children 
2001, 2002 + 2004/1-2004/5); 399k vaccinations (82,3%)

Mar – Jun 2019 3rd round of vaccination invitations sent (386k, children 2003 
+ 2005);  307k vaccinations (79,5%)
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NIP vaccination schedule

14 years:
MenACWY
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New Process:
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Changes made to Praeventis
● Planning of MenACWY instead of MenC at 14 months and catch-up schedules

● Planning of MenACWY for teenagers

● Invitation of children aged 14 to 18 years old,

with or without personalized location and time slot 

● Invitations for the no-show process after 3-4 weeks

● Invitations for the reminder process after 1 year

● Adjustment of Certificate of Vaccination
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https://pictaramium.com/media/2024856187297408739_1836649750
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Coverage reports
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Increase of MenW patients
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Conclusions
● Within 7 months of the Minister’s decision, vaccine replacement was in operation

● Within 1 year of the Minister’s decision, the teenagers 14y were part of the NIP

● A catch-up campaign for 1.0M adolecents (14-18 years) was in operation within 3 

months

● The national coverage for the group (invited twice) is ~87 % (Still 1 reminder to go)

– Regional coverage within that group varied between ~77 % and ~92 %

● The national coverage after 1 invitation is ~80 % - ~82%
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Questions?
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