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All phone lines
are muted

Welcome – Aaron Bieringer, AIRA 
President

This meeting is being recorded 
and will be posted in the 

AIRA repository



Welcome – Aaron Bieringer, AIRA 
President

• How do I ask a question?
• There will be time allotted for 

Q&A following each of the 
updates, to unmute your line 
press *6

• Via WebEx:

Select the chat icon next to the host 
and type question into the chat box.

Select the hand icon next to your 
name and you will be called on.



National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases 
(NCIRD) Update
Lynn Gibbs-Scharf

Press *6 to unmute your line
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National Center for Immunization & Respiratory Diseases

Lynn Gibbs-Scharf
Branch Chief, Immunization Information Systems Support Branch

IISSB Update: AIRA Members and Partners Call

April 20, 2020
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IISSB COVID-19 Response Overview
Goal: All IISs are ready to manage and track COVID-19 vaccine ordering, distribution, 
assessment of coverage, and data sharing

IISSB Role: 
• Clearly articulate the IIS capabilities needed for the response
• Identify gaps in current capability and assist awardees and IIS vendors in developing plans to 

address gaps 
• Provide support so all awardees can effectively respond 

IISSB Guiding Principles & Priorities
• Engage partners, vendors, and awardees to gather insights to inform planning
• Minimize the burden to the awardees
• Continue to provide support for the cooperative agreement, technical projects (codesets), 

etc.
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IISSB COVID-19 Response – Current Activities Overview
Define IIS 
capability 

requirements 
for  COVID 
response

Identify current 
capabilities of 
all awardees’ 

IISs

Develop COVID 
response plans 

to meet 
response 

requirements

1 2 3 4

Support 
implementation 

of awardee-
specific COVID  
response plans

Working with Task 
Force to define 

capabilities that are 
required of the IISs to 
meet the needs of the 

COVID-19 response 
based on current 

planning assumptions

Use findings to 
identify the 

enhancements 
required for all IISs to 

meet the defined  
capability 

requirements. Develop 
awardee/vendor-

specific COVID 
response plans to 

attain the desired end-
state

Understand current IIS  
capabilities, identify 

gaps between current 
state and capabilities 
needed for the COVID 

response 

Support the 
implementation of 

awardee-specific plans 
for COVID response 

activities through CDC 
TA.  Considering 

methods to provide on-
site awardee staff 

augmentation, 
technology solutions, 

etc. 



Association of Immunization 
Managers (AIM) Update
Claire Hannan

Press *6 to unmute your line



Public Health Informatics 
Institute (PHII) Update
Erin Roche

Press *6 to unmute your line



American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) Update
Dana Bright

Press *6 to unmute your line



Immunization Action Coalition 
(IAC) Update
Laurel Wood

Press *6 to unmute your line



IAC Update
AIRA Members & Partners Call

April 20, 2020



IAC & COVID-19

IAC is currently:

• Providing links to other major organizations (e.g., CDC, 
AAP, AAFP) for COVID-19 guidance

• Spotlighting Clinic Tools: Administering Vaccines
(www.immunize.org/clinic/administering-vaccines.asp)

– To highlight readily available resources for providers who may 
be newly assigned to immunization delivery

• Continuing to provide updated information in weekly 
online newsletter, IAC Express (www.immunize.org/express)



New handouts at www.immunize.org

• Dates of Current Vaccine Information Statements 
(p2055)

New releases (April 1, 2020)
– DTaP
– Td
– Tdap
– Multi-vaccine
– Yellow Fever

• Two new handouts related to vaccine science and safety



Science Supports Our Confidence in Vaccines –
An Overview of the Scientific Evidence Favoring 
Routine Vaccination

• 8-page handout
• Describes the science underpinning 

confidence in today’s vaccines
• Explains rationale for routine 

vaccination polices
• Covers wide variety of topics:

– Vaccines & autism
– Purpose of various vaccine components
– Remote link to fetal-origin cell lines for certain 

viral vaccines
– US court decisions on vaccine requirements
– Why we vaccinate children at a young age
– How vaccines are studied before licensure
– VICP & VAERS

p2073 –
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2073.pdf



The Vaccine Injury Compensation Program of 1986
An Effective Balance of Public Health and Personal Remedy

• 2-page handout
• Describes the historical basis and public 

policy rationale for establishment of 
VICP

• Explains program’s benefits for both 
society and individual vaccine recipients

• Based in part on legal analysis from 
Dorit Reiss, JD, PhD and the book 
Vaccine Court: The Law and Politics of 
Injury by Anna Kirkland

p2075 –
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2075.pdf



www.immunize.org



Office of the National 
Coordinator for Health 
Information Technology 
(ONC) Update
Daniel Chaput

Press *6 to unmute your line



Office of the Chief Technology 
Officer (CTO) Update
Jim Daniel

Press *6 to unmute your line



National Association of County 
and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) Update
Michelle Cantu

Press *6 to unmute your line



NACCHO Update:
Immunization and COVID-19 Response

Lilly Kan, MPH
Senior Director, Infectious Disease & Informatics



Outline

Introduction to NACCHO

The Important Role of Local Health Departments

Activities

COVID-19 response 



NACCHO is comprised of nearly 3,000
local health departments across the 
United States. Our mission is to serve as a 

leader, partner, catalyst, and

voice with local health departments.

There’s value in belonging

Mission

Learn more by viewing a short video 
available on our website.



Schools

Community 
Centers

Employers

Transit

Elected Officials

Doctors

EMS

Law 
Enforcement

Nursing Homes

Fire

Corrections

Mental Health

Faith Institutions

Civic Groups

Nonprofit
Organizations

Neighborhood 
Organizations

Laboratories

Home Health

CHCs

Hospitals

Tribal Health

Drug 
Treatment

Public Health 
Agency

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2013). United States public health 101. Retrieved October 18, 2016 from https://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/docs/usph101.pptx

Public Health System

https://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/docs/usph101.pptx


2016 National Profile of Local Health 
Departments (LHDs)



Strengthening Public Health Systems and Services through Building 
Capacity for Local Health Department Immunization Programs to 
Address Vaccine Preventable Diseases



1. Enhance LHD contributions that inform policies, 
guidance documents and decisions related to 
immunizations and VPDs;

2. Increase LHD participation in national policy and 
programmatic discussions;

3. Collect, organize and disseminate 
recommendations, evidence-based strategies, tools 
and resources through NACCHO communication 
channels;

4. Evaluate model practices to assess accessibility, 
utility, and impact of materials disseminated;

5. Identify pockets of low vaccination within 
communities;

6. Promote a pro-vaccination campaign to contain 
vaccine misinformation;

7. Provide on-going support to local health 
departments;

Immunization Program Activities



Compendium

Immunization Program Resources

Policy Statements Research Briefs



NACCHO COVID-19 Response Efforts

NACCHO Response Level 3: 

• Maintain situational awareness, at both the national/federal and local 
level

• Facilitate the sharing of information from the federal to the local level
• Understand and be responsive to member needs and requests
• Convey the critical role of local health departments during emerging 

infectious disease outbreaks
• Identify resources to support NACCHO’s response activities



Modified Incident Command System Organizational 
Structure for Supporting NACCHO’s 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response

Incident Commander 
(Oscar Alleyne)

Deputy Incident Commander
(Sara B, Lilly)

Operations Section
Chief: Sarah Jewell

Backup: Deise Galan

Communications Group
Andrea Grenadier, Kim Rodgers, Shauna 

McLaughlin

Call and Meeting Participation Group
Helena Dessie, Caroline G, Jasmyn R, Julia Z

Special Projects Group
Data/GIS Task Force (Aaron, Chelsea, 

Dennis, Kevin, Emily Y, Chris A)

Member Engagement Group
Christina B, Tiara, Sarah C. Liz I, Dominic 

Catalfamo 

Planning Section
Chief: Kathy Deffer

Government Affairs Unit
Eli Briggs

Situational 
Awareness/Intelligence Unit

Shaunna Newton

Technical Specialists Unit
Geoff Mwaungulu – Law Policy

Amy Chang - EH

Internal Reporting and 
Coordination Unit

Tahlia Gousse 

Logistics/Finance/Admin Section
Chief: Katie Dwyer

Support Unit
Kamya Raja

Public Information Officer (PIO)
Adriane Casalotti

Deputy PIO: Andrea Grenadier

Liaison Officer
CDC: Laura Biesiadecki 

FEMA/ASPR: Oscar Alleyne

Big Cities Health Coalition
Chrissie Juliano



NACCHO COVID-19 Response Efforts

DATA/GIS Special Task Force: 
• Hospital capacity and 

patient impact
• County level data on ICU 

bed reporting
• GW Public Health platform
• Contact tracing solution
• GIS Hub



Questions?

Lilly Kan, MPH
Senior Director, Infectious Disease & Informatics

Phone:  (202) 507-4251
E-mail:  lkan@naccho.org

Immunization Program’s Webpage:
https://www.naccho.org/programs/community-

health/infectious-disease/immunization

mailto:lkan@naccho.org
https://www.naccho.org/programs/community-health/infectious-disease/immunization


Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials 
(ASTHO) Update
Kim Martin

Press *6 to unmute your line



ASTHO Immunization Activities
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)
Kim Martin, Director, Immunization

April 20,2020



VISION
State and territorial health agencies advancing health equity 
and optimal health for all.

MISSION
To support, equip, and advocate for state and territorial 
health officials in their work of advancing the public’s health 
and well-being.



Infectious Disease Policy Committee (IDPC)

• The infectious disease policy committee provides strategic direction to 
staff for immunization projects.  

• For example, the IDPC identified IIS interstate data sharing as a top priority for 
2013/2014 and again in 2014/2015.

• As a result, we worked closely with AIRA to develop an Interstate Data Sharing 
MOU and address interstate data sharing barriers though a joint community of 
practice.  



COVID-19 
Response at 
ASTHO

• Working with our members, the CDC, and other federal partners to 
ensure state agencies have the resources and information they need. 

• The ASTHO Incident Command Structure has been elevated to its 
highest level in order to further assist state and territorial health 
agencies. 



• PPE
• Testing 
• Disparities
• Modeling Strategies
• Mitigation Strategies
• Healthcare Capacity 

Providing Technical Assistance 
to Members



• 12 Issue Briefs
• 8 Blogs
• 5 Intervention Actions
• 2 Podcasts 
• 5 Legislative Alerts
• 6 Correspondence to Congress and 

Administration
• 7 Press Releases
• Risk Communication Guide
• Video

ASTHO COVID-19 Materials



ASTHO’s COVID-19 
Interactive Map
• State Emergency 

Declarations.
• State/Territory COVID-19 

Websites and Hotlines.
• Elective Medical 

Procedure Guidance.
• Testing Prioritization 

Guidance.



State-Specific Interventions to Help Reduce COVID-19 

• Legal authorities, which can be wide-ranging 
and apply to schools, health care facilities, and 
travel. 

• Emergency declarations.
• Frontline public health actions including case 

identification, isolation, and contact tracing. 
• Leadership actions.



Policy 
Leadership: 
State Health 
Officers 
Testify at 
Congressional 
COVID-19 
Hearings

Thomas Dobbs, State Health 
Officer, Mississippi

Ngoze Ezike, State Health 
Officer, Illinois



Moving Towards Recovery and Vaccination Strategies

• ASTHO is starting to think about recovery (e.g., testing, case 
investigations, economic impact)

• ASTHO is also starting to think about vaccination implementation, 
including: 

• Communication 
• Coordination with Partners 
• Distribution 
• IIS



COVID-19 Response

• www.astho.org/COVID-19/
• preparedness@astho.org

mailto:preparedness@astho.org




American Immunization 
Registry Association 
(AIRA) Update
Rebecca Coyle

Press *6 to unmute your line



Updates



• Delayed speaker notification emails 
• Conducting an analysis to determine go/no-go threshold
• Request for travel cancelations from members

Press *6 to unmute your line



SnapShots

• Most recent edition of 
SnapShots was published in 
March

• Next edition: Pandemic 
edition



AART User Group

• Mini-series to promote and support the use of AART as a 
means for IIS to more quickly and efficiently align with 
national standards and priorities. 

• Anyone interested in learning more is welcome to join at 
any point in the series

• Meeting information and link to register are listed on the 
events calendar on the AIRA website

Press *6 to unmute your line



AIRA Program Evaluation Project

• Purpose: assess how best to strategically evolve AIRA 
programming by reviewing committees, workgroups and 
projects of the organization

• Priority Area II: Address the gap between member needs and utilization of 
AIRA resources and services

• Priority Area III: Provide the necessary organizational infrastructure to 
support the work of AIRA

Press *6 to unmute your line



Assessing Immunization Levels 

• Collaboration with AIM
• Fact Sheet to demonstrate 

feasibility of using IIS data in 
Medicaid programs

• CMS will vote on adding 
prenatal immunization 
measures to Medicaid Core 
Set - April 28



AIRA’s Response to
COVID-19 



Resources in the AIRA Repository

• Webinar: Using IIS to Support an Outbreak Response
• MIROW Guide: Business Continuity Planning for 

Immunization Information System Programs
• Email info@immregistries.org with how AIRA can best 

support you during this time

Press *6 to unmute your line

mailto:info@immregistries.org


What’s happening now?

• CDC is leading the efforts – once a path has been 
determined then updated planning for this response can 
take place

• CDC is working through possible scenario’s, asking questions about 
current capabilities, etc.

• It’s really important to focus on the existing capabilities of 
your systems (implementing standards, onboarding 
providers, cleaning up data, etc.) – this will make it easier 
to connect with new providers and leverage existing 
data



Upcoming Discovery Session

• Monday, April 27 at 4pm ET: 
Lessons learned from H1N1

• Meeting information and 
link to register are listed on 
the events calendar on the 
AIRA website

Press *6 to unmute your line



AIRA Board and 
Elections



Officers
• President-Elect
• President
• Treasurer
• Secretary
• Governance Committee Chair

• A chair for the Governance Committee
• Continuity between the AIRA Board and the Governance 

Committee

Press *6 to unmute your line



Voting Rights to All Directors

• The AIRA Board approved that all board members have 
voting rights on the board

• Nonprofit Members, Individual Members and Supporting  
Members (i.e. Non-IIS members) should comprise no more 
than 20% of the full board

• All board offices except board President can be held by  
Nonprofit, Individual, and Supporting Members (i.e. Non-
IIS members)

Press *6 to unmute your line



Elections

• Officers
• President-Elect
• Treasurer
• Governance Committee Chair

• Directors
• Up to 4 Directors

Article IV, Section 1 of the AIRA Bylaws: The Board shall consist of such number of Directors as the 
Board shall determine from time to time, provided that such number shall not be less than five or 
more than fifteen. 

Press *6 to unmute your line



Elections Timeline

• June: AIRA Board elects Officers
• June 8 – 29: Nominations open
• July 2: Applications deadline
• July 23 – August 12: Elections
• August 13: Announce election results
• October 1: Board year begins

Press *6 to unmute your line



Upcoming Partner Meetings

• Quarterly schedule
• Register for remaining 2020 

meetings 
• July 20
• October 19

• Meeting information and 
links to register are listed 
on the events calendar on 
the AIRA website

Press *6 to unmute your line



Additional Questions?
• How do I ask a question?

• There will be time allotted for 
Q&A following each of the 
updates, to unmute your line 
press *6

• Via Webex:

Select the chat icon next to the host 
and type question into the chat box.

Select the hand icon next to your 
name and you will be called on.



Thank you for joining us! 
Next Meeting: July 20, 2020 at 2 pm ET 
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