Supporting Providers in Documenting COVID-19 Vaccine Administration

AIRA recognizes there are unique data elements required for COVID-19 vaccine administration and reporting that will impact you and providers in your jurisdiction. We have some “Week One” tips about documenting COVID-19 vaccine administration to both help prepare you for what you may see reported and help you communicate these unique aspects with your providers. 

CDC requires vaccination providers enrolled in the COVID-19 Vaccination Program to report certain data elements for each dose administered, and there are some unique aspects to some of these data elements. To ensure complete and accurate data reporting, we encourage you to familiarize yourself with the information below and stay tuned for additional updates.

The vaccine expiration date is a required data element that must be submitted with vaccine reporting.
· The location of the vaccine expiration date could vary by vaccine brand. Expiration dates printed on initial COVID vaccines will likely be a placeholder (for instance, 12/31/2069). Placeholder expiration dates may be located on the vials, on the vaccine packaging/carton, or only be available by scanning a 2D barcode.
· Some expiration dates on packages are likely to be artificial/far in the future, since this information was unknown when the vaccine was manufactured.
· Locate and record the vaccine expiration date. The expiration date must be submitted with vaccine administration reporting.
· CDC is developing “beyond use date” (BUD) tracker labels to help providers track expiration dates at the point of vaccine administration. The label templates will be available on the CDC website.

The date on the COVID-19 vials may be the manufacturer date – NOT the usual expiration date. Be sure to submit the correct date in vaccine reporting.
· Ensure that manufacturer dates are not unintentionally submitted in place of expiration dates.  
· Make a habit of double-checking that you have the vaccine expiration and manufacturer dates straight. Manufacturer dates are provided to help with managing stock rotations, while expiration dates are what should be reported with administered vaccine.

Encourage providers to only use the COVID Unspecified Vaccine CVX Code when absolutely necessary. 
· The Unspecified Vaccine CVX Code was created for instances when there’s no way to determine the specific vaccine administered. 
· Coding vaccination events as unspecified formulation limits important activities such as vaccine forecasting, inventory management, vaccine allocation, distribution, safety monitoring, etc. 
