
 

 

October 13, 2021 
 
 
 
 
The AIRA Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee has approved the following 
statement: 
 
 
Approved Statement   
AIRA, IIS and VCI/Smart Health Cards Support 
 
AIRA and its members strongly encourage Immunization Programs and Immunization 
Information Systems (IIS) to explore and, where allowed by local law and policy, adopt 
SMART Health Cards for providing consumer access to vaccination records.  

SMART Health Cards have been embraced by VCI™, a voluntary coalition of public and 
private organizations committed to empowering individuals' access to a trustworthy and 
verifiable copy of their vaccination records in digital or paper form using open, 
interoperable standards. VCI leads development and implementation of the SMART Health 
Cards Framework, a non-proprietary approach for accelerating access to immunization 
records. AIRA, as well as several member and partner organizations, have signed on as VCI 
partners, with the belief that IIS can and should play a significant role as issuers of digital or 
paper vaccine credentials, and that broader consumer access to immunization information 
supports health equity and empowers individuals to share their health information as they 
choose.  

This recommendation does not preclude or prohibit IIS from providing more than one 
model for access to immunization records, but rather encourages adoption of SMART 
Health Cards as one common method across IIS where possible.  

 
 
 
 
The AIRA Standards and Interoperability Steering Committee (SISC) is comprised of 
representatives from Immunization Information Systems (IIS), Immunization Programs, IIS 
technology vendors, Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems, Health Information Exchange (HIE) 
systems, and federal entities. 

https://smarthealth.cards/
https://vci.org/

