
AIRA Members & Partners 
Quarterly Meeting
October 18, 2021



All phone lines

are muted

Welcome – Christy Gray, President

This meeting is being recorded 

and will be posted in the 

AIRA repository



Welcome – Christy Gray, President

How do I ask a question?
There will be time allotted for Q&A following 
each of the updates. 

Select the chat icon and type your 

question into the chat box.

Select the reactions icon, select “Raise 

Hand,” and you will be called on.

Select the unmute icon and ask your 

question verbally.



Technical Support 

If you experience any 
technical issues during the 
meeting, please contact    
Jo Turcotte via direct 
message in the Chat.
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United States Food and Drug 
Administration
(FDA) Update
Dr. Peter Marks, FDA/CBER Center Director



Partnership between IIS  and FDA 
Center for Biologics Evaluation 
and Research (CBER)

Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D.
Center Director
Center  for Biologics Evaluation and Research
US Food and Drug Administration

The American Immunization Registry Association (AIRA)
Members & Partners Meeting

October 18, 2021



FDA CBER Active Surveillance Program 

Through multiple contracts 
and partnerships, CBER 

works with a diverse group 
of epidemiologists,  

clinicians and data scientists 
to conduct active 

surveillance studies.
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Examples of COVID-19 Vaccine Safety and Effectiveness 
Monitoring in FDA/CBER BEST System 

• Near Realtime Surveillance of 
16 adverse events of interest

• Fully-adjusted Inferential 
Safety Studies

• Vaccine Effectiveness Studies

www.bestinitiative.org

Safety Monitoring on weekly/biweekly basis 

Acute myocardial infarction Bell’s Palsy Narcolepsy 

Anaphylaxis Encephalomyelitis Non-hemorrhagic Stroke 

Appendicitis Guillain-Barré Syndrome Pulmonary Embolism (PE) 

Disseminated Intravascular 
Coagulation (DIC) Hemorrhagic Stroke Transverse Myelitis 

Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT) Myocarditis/Pericarditis Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP) 

Thrombosis with 
Thrombocytopenia (TTS)
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Examples of COVID-19 Vaccine Safety and Effectiveness 
Monitoring in FDA/CBER BEST System 

• Near Realtime Surveillance of 
16 adverse events of interest

• Fully-adjusted Inferential 
Safety Studies

• Vaccine Effectiveness Studies

www.bestinitiative.org

Safety Monitoring on weekly/biweekly basis 

FDA publicly posted  protocols
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Examples of COVID-19 Vaccine Safety and Effectiveness 
Monitoring in FDA/CBER BEST System 

• Near Realtime Surveillance of 
16 adverse events of interest

• Fully-adjusted Inferential 
Safety Studies

• Vaccine Effectiveness Studies

www.bestinitiative.org

FDA communication

Safety Monitoring on weekly/biweekly basis 
FDA publicly posted  protocols
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Examples of COVID-19 Vaccine Safety and Effectiveness 
Monitoring in FDA/CBER BEST System 

• Near Realtime Surveillance of 
16 adverse events of interest

• Fully-adjusted Inferential 
Safety Studies

• Vaccine Effectiveness Studies

www.bestinitiative.org

FDA communication

Safety Monitoring on weekly/biweekly basis 

FDA publicly posted  protocols

FDA Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 
Committee  



IIS Data 
Partners 

FDA/CBER 
BEST System

IIS Partnership with FDA: Flow of Data

IIS share vaccination data on 
health plan members with 
BEST health plan data partners 

Data partners clean, validate, 
aggregate and analyze linked 
vaccination and claims data per  FDA 
protocols

Data Partners provide aggregated summary data to FDA/CBER, to monitor 
vaccine safety and effectiveness.



Status of 
CBER-BEST 
and Data 
Partners 

IIS Jurisdiction 
outreach 
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National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases 
(NCIRD) Update
Lynn Gibbs-Scharf



Association of Immunization 
Managers (AIM) Update
Kristy Westfall



Highlights

• AIM has a NEW and improved website!!

• Launched Thursday, October 14th 

• Access to the new members only section of the site will require a one-time change in 

login information.

• Check it out at www.immunizationmanagers.org!

• Membership discussion around challenges with Moderna half dose boosters

• Shared concerns with the White House COVID team on AIM’s weekly call

• VCI and SMART Health Cards discussion with Executive Committee

• Still some confusion about the overall initiative and framework

• Concerns about privacy (or perceived concerns) with open-source product 

implementation

• Encouraged membership to provide feedback to AIRA

http://www.immunizationmanagers.org/


Highlights
• Partners in Vaccination: A collaboration between the AAP, AIM and, NACCHO webinar

• Goal: Build shared understanding of the role each organization plays in routine childhood 
immunization and pathways to collaboration at the local and/or state levels

• CDC joined the Executive Committee meeting (Oct 7th) and Member Meet call (Oct 8th) for 
an open discussion on the rollout of COVID vaccine for 5-11 year olds

• AIM hosted a webinar for Program Managers and Staff with Pfizer to discuss:
• Booster doses, 
• Pediatric COVID-19 vaccine, 
• New formulations, and 
• Packaging updates for adult and pediatric vaccine. 

• Partnering with Community Health Workers to Increase Vaccine Confidence Webinar
• Presenters shared perspectives from community health workers and their important role in health 

systems and public health and discussed best practices for building partnerships with community 
health workers.



Highlights
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) webinar series

• Recordings are available:

• Understanding DEI Terms/Definitions

• Understanding Implicit Bias

• Understanding How Racism Impacts Those Around Us 

• Understanding the Role of Systems in Being Anti-Racist

• AIM/National Association of School Nurses: School-located Vaccination 

Webinar 

• Save the Date: Tuesday, Oct 26th @ 3:30pm EST – Registration information coming soon!

• FDA VRBPAC: Pfizer COVID Vaccine, age 5-11 

• Tuesday, Oct. 26th

• AIM General Membership Webinar

• Thursday, Oct 28th @ 2pm EST

https://vimeo.com/596888262/5ebdf9cc5a
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/o2O-5YRjP7wihOVrfmjqOxDWeLQa5Y4P2EgkWVMzvBoadUrKSD44gSlYjAt4p71h-TeWTSTcezAHf1PL.KcZfcz33pmQrQneL?autoplay=true&startTime=1631642835000
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/A3_1stGEMo1SiZ7kGOgwpl80CEuS6pTAANXBt8nSxpULphl7FRSccXS4Ag-2yKHYZNZRe_jCe0bvIgqF.Bg4CGQhAylX2vuuk?startTime=1632852059000
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/dDYz1NMibXxSjywjDkaDiqhdjl2mycnt--PuodXOvY4kEbKNXqxa4vIl_caMmOIo.7obXi8_0POY6WHoD?startTime=1634062085000


LA: 26% increase MenACWY CA: 80,000 cards delivered in March 2021 WY: 1,500 cards delivered in June 2021

AIM Reminder Recall Postcard Campaign

• Support available to help members address drops in childhood and adolescent 

coverage rates

• Goal: AIM to conduct the “heavy lifting” to get RR postcards in the hands of approximately 85,000 

or more parents.

• AIM: Pay for the postcard service, provide the postcard template (if desired), edit the content, 

and coordinate the mailing. 

• Immunization Programs:  Provide AIM with contact information for the individuals from IIS.

• Interested or want more information?

• Contact Emily Less at EmilyLess@gmail.com

mailto:EmilyLess@gmail.com


AIM Resources

• www.immunizationmanagers.org

• AIM and National Association of School Nurses

• School-Located Vaccination (SLV) Environmental 

Scan & Roundtable Reports 

• AIM and Duke-Margolis/Rockefeller Center 

• School-Located Vaccination Symposium 

• Recording and slide deck are available!

• AIM and Immunization Action Coalition (IAC)

• Communicating the Benefits of Influenza Vaccine 

during COVID-19

http://www.immunizationmanagers.org/
https://bit.ly/SLVReports
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5MLdDzOnnw
https://bit.ly/slvsymposium
https://bit.ly/FluTipsDuringCOVID


American Immunization 
Registry Association 
(AIRA) Update
Rebecca Coyle



Clinical Trial Data Project 
Update



HIMSS | AIRA | IIP Update

• IIP selecting new high-priority interoperability topics to address

• IIP proposing to relaunch the Testing & Recognition initiative



Onboarding Shared Services 
Update



Current Pilot Activities

• Direct Technical Assistance for Provider Onboarding

• Assistance with Onboarding Templates & Documentation

• Onboarding Training

• Piloting Onboarding Testing Tools (NISTs IGAMT)

Current Participating Jurisdictions

Wyoming, Oregon, Guam, USVI, Samoa



Onboarding Templates

Guidance

• Recommendations

• Process 
improvements

• Implementation 
considerations

Translation: 
TEMPLATES

• Data Exchange 
Registration Tool

• Data Exchange 
Questionnaire

• Onboarding Guide

• Local IG (delta 
guide)

Implementation

• Standardized 
onboarding 
processes and 
documentation 
across 
jurisdictions



SMART Health Cards - Approved Statement  
AIRA, IIS and VCI/Smart Health Cards Support

• AIRA and its members strongly encourage Immunization Programs and Immunization 
Information Systems (IIS) to explore and, where allowed by local law and policy, adopt SMART 
Health Cards for providing consumer access to vaccination records. 

• SMART Health Cards have been embraced by VCI™, a voluntary coalition of public and private 
organizations committed to empowering individuals' access to a trustworthy and verifiable 
copy of their vaccination records in digital or paper form using open, interoperable standards. 
VCI leads development and implementation of the SMART Health Cards Framework, a non-
proprietary approach for accelerating access to immunization records. AIRA, as well as several 
member and partner organizations, have signed on as VCI partners, with the belief that IIS can 
and should play a significant role as issuers of digital or paper vaccine credentials, and that 
broader consumer access to immunization information supports health equity and empowers 
individuals to share their health information as they choose. 

• This recommendation does not preclude or prohibit IIS from providing more than one model 
for access to immunization records, but rather encourages adoption of SMART Health Cards as 
one common method across IIS where possible. 



• More information about 
how SMART Health Cards 
are being used

• Registration is required



Interoperability Training Course

• Introduction to interoperability concepts for public health 
practitioners working on Immunization Information 
Systems

• Course taught by Nathan Bunker

• Registration open 10/15 – 10/29
• Look out for community email

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FallInterop



Data At Rest

• Data At Rest content area moving into Testing and 
Discovery!

• Measurement of data residing in the IIS database 
regardless of how it arrived there.

• Email adiallo@immregistries.org to participate.

mailto:adiallo@immregistries.org


AIRA 2022 National Meeting

• What we know: NIC is scheduled 
for Aug 2022

• What we don’t know: the format 
or timing of #AIRA2022



MIROW: Data Quality Guide

• Objective: Develop a MIROW 
Data Quality Guide that 
updates and replaces the 
existing MIROW guides on data 
quality

• Anticipated publication 
timeline: Fall 2022



A New Initiative: The Publication Project

• Objective: Foster increased publication of peer-reviewed IIS-
related research

• Coming soon: We will convene a short-term SME work 
group to advise on this project
• Interested in being considered for this work group? Send an email 

to info@immregistries.org and someone will be in touch
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mailto:info@immregistries.org


Education and Outreach Member 
Engagement Campaign

• Objectives: 
• Engaging and serving AIRA 

members

• Replacing the LONG 
Education Survey with a 
campaign to ask questions in 
a variety of venues

• Staying on top of what IIS 
need the most from AIRA



Upcoming Discovery Sessions

• October 25: AIRA’s Interoperability Course

• November 15: IISAR



American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) Update
Rebecca Coyle on behalf of Dana Bright



VACCINE CONFIDENCE ACTIVITIES

• COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign Toolkit

(https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/campaigns-and-toolkits/covid-19-
vaccine-toolkit/) 

• NEW – online course, Effective COVID-19 Vaccine Conversations 

(https://shop.aap.org/effective-covid-19-vaccine-conversations/) 

• Vaccine message framing 

(https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/presentation/communicating-about-
vaccinations-in-the-united-states/) 

• Immunization Partnership Grants Funding Opportunity

https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/campaigns-and-toolkits/covid-19-vaccine-toolkit/
https://shop.aap.org/effective-covid-19-vaccine-conversations/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/presentation/communicating-about-vaccinations-in-the-united-states/


COVID-19 Vaccine Activities

• COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5-11 rollout
o Distribution and practice implementation 
o Communications plan

• New projects - Enhance COVID-19 Vaccination for 
Children and Youth with Developmental Disabilities



Routine Immunization Activities

• Supporting AAP chapters to assess and address 
pediatrician needs around routine vaccination uptake

• Promotion of influenza vaccination and HPV vaccination 



Looking Ahead

• Expanded eligibility for COVID-19 vaccine

• Supporting pediatricians to have effective COVID-19 vaccine 
conversations with patients and families

• Continued efforts to promote importance of routine child and 
adolescent immunizations, including influenza vaccination 



Thank you!

Dana Bright, MSW

Senior Manager, Immunization Initiatives

(630) 626-6271

dbright@aap.org

mailto:dbright@aap.org


Immunization Action Coalition 
(IAC) Update
Laurel Wood



IAC COVID-19 web page

www.immunize.org/covid-19



Other COVID-19 Resources

www.immunize.org/askexperts

www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3115.pdf



Buttons & stickers
www.immunize.org/shop



More helpful resources

+ translations!



• www.immunize.org/express

IAC Express

Subscribe:
www.immunize.org/subscribe



Public Health Informatics 
Institute (PHII) Update
Samantha Chao



PHII Updates
• New IIS Project Team Lead - Vijay Pathangi

• Recently published:
o IIS Core Competency model
o Updated courses on Interoperability, HL7 Basics, Advanced HL7, 

Immunization Evaluation & Forecasting (at 
www.informaticsacademy.org) 

o New PHII website 
o Procurement Toolkit 

• Other updates

http://www.informaticsacademy.org/


National Association of County 
and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) Update
Michelle Cantu

Lilly Kan



Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials 
(ASTHO) Update
Kim Martin



Office of the National 
Coordinator for Health 
Information Technology 
(ONC) Update
Rachel Abbey



Additional Questions?

How do I ask a question?
There will be time allotted for Q&A following 
each of the updates. 

Select the chat icon and type your 

question into the chat box.

Select the reactions icon, select “Raise 

Hand,” and you will be called on.

Select the unmute icon and ask your 

question verbally.



Thank you for joining us! 
Next Meeting: January 31, 2022 at 2 pm ET 
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