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Planning

 The ND HHS Immunization Unit 
started meeting with key 
stakeholders (health systems, 
hospitals, IHS, insurers, 
Medicaid, local public health) 
planning for the 
implementation of nirsevimab 
in May of 2023



Nirsevimab Planning Checklist for 
providers (distributed after U.S. FDA 
approval)
NDIIS/EMR documentation

Storage and handling

Provider education

Protocols/standing orders

Planning



Program 
Implementation

Health advisory to providers 
regarding influenza, COVID-19 
and RSV
 Respiratory season news release
Webinars for providers about 

influenza, COVID-19 and RSV
Algorithms and FAQs
Weekly office hours for providers 

to receive updates, ask questions, 
and share what they were doing 
at their facilities



Used IIS rotavirus doses administered data to estimate nirsevimab 
need by provider and sent that to each site
Added new CVX codes to IIS code set

oable to add prior to RSV mAB being added CDSi

Added RSV mAB to IIS ordering module
Updated IIS vaccine deduplication to allow two identical doses of RSV 

mAB to be added to a single client record
oall doses of RSV mAB bypass the automated deduplication and are dropped 

into the queue for manual review by IIS team members

IIS Implementation



 IIS receives hepatitis B and HBIG doses from Vital Records as part of the 
newborn birth record
Worked with Vital Records to allow birthing hospitals to enter nirsevimab 

doses with newborn record
 Challenges:

o IIS does not allow newborn records with generic first names (i.e., Baby Boy, Girl A, etc.); 
do not receive newborn records or birthing hospital doses via HL7 if baby does not 
have their given first name at the time the message is sent

o Vital Records captures minimal dose administration details; rely on lot number from 
Vital Records file matched to IIS provider inventory to identify product type 
administered; if lot number not in IIS provider inventory, dose doesn’t get added

IIS – Vital Records



Once CDC ordering was paused in mid-October, North Dakota did 
not receive any additional allocations of VFC nirsevimab
oNorth Dakota providers had already ordered their “fair share” of VFC 

availability
Used historical rotavirus doses administered by provider and county 

from the IIS to estimate need and equitably redistributed doses
oUsed courier system that was established during COVID-19 vaccine response

Used the IIS to monitor doses administered and inventory on hand 
weekly 
VFC nirsevimab locator on our website

Managing Nirsevimab Supply



VFC Nirsevimab locator

Used IIS VFC inventory 
on hand data to 
populate nirsevimab 
availability on public-
facing VFC provider 
locator
Updated weekly October 

2023-March 2024



RSV Nirsevimab Uptake Monitoring



Using IIS Data to Manage Supply



Using IIS Data to Manage Supply



Maternal RSV Vaccine ND HHS encouraged the 
use of maternal RSV 
vaccine to minimize 
impact of nirsevimab 
shortage
Monitored usage using 

IIS data to inform 
nirsevimab need by 
health system/clinic
 Sample prescription for 

pharmacy administration



RSV administration and data entry error monitoring added 
to monthly VFC provider error report
 use IIS data to monitor: 
 doses of RSV mAB with public funding source and not eligible VFC 
 doses of RSV mAB given to children older than 19 months
 doses of RSV Abrysvo vaccine given to males under 60 years
 doses of RSV Arexvy vaccine given to anyone under 60 years

VFC program staff follow up with providers for any doses that 
show up on error report

RSV Administration Monitoring



RSV Nirsevimab Coverage
Assessed state-wide 

and county-level 
coverage for infants
 Published coverage 

data on public-facing 
infant dashboard
Updated weekly 

October 2023 
through March 2024



Due to North Dakota not receiving additional allocations of VFC 
vaccine, had to physically redistribute vaccine amongst providers
Difficult to communicate with the public about nirsevimab when in 

short supply
 Some providers holding doses for “highest risk”
 Little visibility into private nirsevimab supply
 IIS data is critical to managing supplies during shortages
 Communicate with providers often and in different formats (i.e., 

emails, webinars, office hours)
 Birthing hospitals resistant to offering nirsevimab due to bundled 

reimbursement

Challenges/Lessons Learned



Developing a tip sheet to assist 
providers in estimating nirsevimab 
need for next season
 Education of birthing hospitals 

regarding nirsevimab and 
participation in VFC Program
 100% of birthing hospitals enrolled in 

VFC in ND
Adding reminder/recall functionality 

to IIS for nirsevimab

Planning for Next Season



ND HHS Team

Immunization Unit

Molly Howell, MPH
Director

Phone: 701-328-4556
Email: mahowell@nd.gov

Mary Woinarowicz, MA
NDIIS Manager

Phone: 701-328-2404
Email: mary.woinarowicz@nd.gov

Abbi Berg, MPH
VFC/Quality Improvement Manager

Phone: 701-328-3324
Email: alberg@nd.gov

Allison Dykstra, MS
NDIIS Coordinator

Phone: 701-328-2420
Email: adykstra@nd.gov

Miranda Baumgartner 
VFC/QI Coordinator (West)

Phone: 701-328-2035
Email: mlbaumgartner@nd.gov

Ronda Kercher
NDIIS Data Admin

Phone: 701-226-1379
Email: rkercher@nd.gov

Ally Schweitzer, MHA
VFC/QI Coordinator (East)

Phone: 701-541-7226
Email: aschweitzer@nd.gov

Melissa Anderson
NDIIS Data Quality Coordinator

Phone: 701-328-4169
Email: melissa.Anderson@nd.gov

Danni Pinnick, MPH
Immunization Surveillance Coordinator

Phone: 701-239-7169
Email: dpinnick@nd.gov

Andrew Bjugstad, MPH
Adult Immunization Coordinator

Phone: 701-955-5140
Email: abjugstad@nd.gov

Jenny Galbraith
Adult Immunization Manager

Phone: 701-328-2335
Email: jgalbraith@nd.gov

Vacant
Immunization Analyst

(CDC Foundation Staff)
Email: oaguilar@nd.gov

Kristen Vetter
Adult Immunization Coordinator

Phone: 701-955-5375
Email: kristenvetter@nd.gov

Christina Pieske 
Immunization Admin Assistant

Phone: 701-328-3386
Email: chrpieske@nd.gov

Lynde Monson
CDC Public Health Advisor

Phone: 
Email: lyndemonson@nd.gov

https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/RSV 
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